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America has by far the best news coverage in the world. Our press and radio, however, must concentrate on high-speed dispatches, often omitting the great spiritual factors which motivate the 
news. And unfortunateiy much reporting is under the pressures of narrcw provincialism and our traditional prejudices. Thus rfolitical fanaticism and self-defeating military extremism frequently 
threaten to displace sound democratic practice and a rational defense system. Between The Lines seeks to provide greater insight by presenting selected reports, research analyses, and forecasts 
drawn from the most authoritative sources. This effort is dedicated to the belief that only through the Judaic-Christian concepts of truth can we avcid the violent changes inherent in war and in 


communism and thus move forward out of the tribalism of man towards the brotherhood of the Kingdcm of God. Anything less will be dangerously inadequate in the nuclear age. 





New Attitudes In Labor and Management 


There is a new facing-up-to-facts in labor and management lead- 
ership circles. Both have admittedly shirked responsibility in the last few 
years. With the great shortages of consumer goods after the war and the 
population growth, management and labor both squeezed out all they 
could for themselves from these unrestrained days, without regard for the 








national welfare. 


Labor did not object to higher prices so long as wage increases 
could outrun them. And management did not object to wage boosts as 
long as the extra costs could be used as an excuse to raise prices dispro- 


portionately and double the profits. 


These practices, for instance, put 
steel in its present difficulty as for- 
eign competition eats away a large 
share of the market. With steel 
prices exorbitant (in contrast to 
other products), autos, refrigerators 
and a thousand other products are 
priced out of the reach of many 
American consumers — without re- 
tail price cuts and price wars that 
ruin the retailers. And now U.S. 
industries are not only facing com- 
petition that even tariff barriers 
cannot curb but American indus- 
tries have much excess capacity. 
They are battling for one another’s 
consumers and fighting to hold their 
markets against strong foreign com- 
petition. 

Organized labor has also been 
much weakened by unemployment 
and the introduction of automation. 
Thousands of CIO-AFL craftsmen 
are being replaced by smaller num- 
bers of skilled technicians who are 
not joining unions. 

An example of the fresh ap- 
proach to labor-management prob- 
lems is the National Council on 
Labor-Management Guidance. So 
far most of the enthusiasm for the 
idea comes from labor leadership 
but top management will be com- 
pelled to cooperate. (Labor-Man- 
agement Advisory Councils are also 
being formed at the local level in 
some industrial centers. In Pitts- 
burg the movement is led by the 
Rev. N. R. Moor, dean of the 
Episcopal Cathedral, who reports 
that strong labor and industrial rep- 
resentatives are laying careful 
groundwork for conciliation of 
future labor disputes.) 

The idea of a permanent Na- 
tional Council on labor-industrial 
relations to study major problems 


of industry and labor is getting 
strong support from the Kennedy 
Administration. The steel, railroad 
and packing house strikes of the 
past few months have been costly 
to all. Both management and labor 
see that they now have no margin 
of prosperity to spare in industrial 
warfare. The problems of unem- 
ployment can’t be solved by angry 
strikes. 

Some industries are taking the 
lead in meeting this problem con- 
structively, notably the Armour 
Packers, the Kaiser Steel Company 
and the West Coast Longshore- 
men’s Shipping Industry, whose 
settlement is the latest progressive 
step in the direction of peaceful 
solution for automation. The West 
Coast Longshoremen’s Union, on 
the verge of a costly strike, worked 
out a constructive agreement with 
the Pacific Maritime Assn., rep- 
resenting the shipping lines and 
dock firms. The union agreed to 
allow employers almost complete 
freedom in determining how ships 
should be loaded and unloaded by 
the new automatic machinery. In 
return the employers agreed to put 
$5 million a year into a fund out 
of which the workers will be paid 
bonuses if the weekly hours are cut 
below the present 35 hour guaran- 
tee. The fund will also be used to 
re-train those who are displaced and 
to provide pensions for workers re- 
tiring before they are 65. 

Many business leaders are still 
antagonistic to all these progressive 
moves. But it wasn’t many years 
ago that workers were striking for 
a 10-hour day and a 6-day week 
and for the right to join unions. 
Leading industrial leaders then at- 
(continued second col., NEXT page) 





X-Ray and Forecast 


BANKRUPT POLICY: That communism can be curbed by a big 

weapons system is a bankrupt policy, although this won’t be admit- 
ted since the big weapons program is big business, with profits guaranteed. 
The Communists have even turned the big atomic-missile weapons race to 
their advantage, using it as a facade behind which they have intensified 
their drive for conquest by infiltration, subversion and internal revolution, 
preceded by guerilla warfare when necessary. The Reds have never used 
—nor planned to use — big scale invasive warfare to conquer; yet this 
is the only kind of war for which we have been preparing. 


THERE IS NO WAY VISIBLE to extricate ourselves from the 
big weapons race, but our Government at last is planning to develop 
strong U.S. guerilla fighting forces, in concert with our allies, and to use 
these forces with all haste to recoup our losses in Laos and to withstand 
the threat of Communist expansion in Latin America. And because much 
of the growth of Communist strength in Laos, Cuba and elsewhere has 
been due to the swift steps towards industrialization and agricultural re- 
form which the Reds always speedily inaugurate, the Kennedy Adminis- 
tration feels it must push for the intensification and expansion of our aid 
and reconstruction program in all areas subject to Communist infiltration. 
(The rub here is that the military extremists, who are whooping it up for 
big scale military action in Laos and for military intervention in Cuba, 
look with jaundiced eye upon all aid programs and have little enthusiasm 
for guerilla fighters since they do not require vast armies, navies, air fleets 
and missiles.) For the first time our Government is really getting down 
to the real issues of the Communist threat. 

EVEN MORE CRITICAL is the growing discovery that the 
masses of Asia, Africa and Latin America are becoming pro-Russian and 
pro-Communist in sentiment because they associate the Soviet and com- 
munism with getting things changed fast to help masses of impoverished 
illiterate people everywhere. A generation ago the U. S. was a symbol of 
a nation born of revolution and dedicated to progress. Today we are be- 
coming a symbol of opposition to revolutionary change. We seek to curb 
the Communists everywhere and do comparatively little to promote con- 
structive change in the path of the Red revolution. The foreign press is 
full of warnings that, more than anything else, this is turning the tide 
against us. Therefore guerilla warfare and foreign aid will soon be the 
most critical issues at home and abroad. (In our next issue, see Missile 
War Vs. Guerilla War.) 


CUBA — WITH REGRETS 


N our release of April 15, just prior to the ill-fated invasion of Cuba, 

we reported that it was a dangerous error to assume that the Cuban 
people were eager to rise up against the Castro regime. We gave reasons 
for the continued loyalty of the Cuban lower classes who make up a good 
65 per cent or more of the island’s population: 


The conversion of thousands of acres of sugar land to diversified food production, 
thereby greatly improving the daily diet of lower class families; the increased opportunities 
for employment in the newly diversified agriculture in contrast to the previous one-crop sugar 
industry; the crash housing program which is bulldozing away great areas of the vermin- 
infested and disease-ridden urban and rural slums and replacing them with simple but ade- 
quate sanitary cement apartment blocks, plus numerous other improvements affecting the lives 
of the lower classes. 


Much of this transition is bogged down and in a state of chaos but 
enough progress has been made to keep hope strong and the revolutionary 
fervor alive. 

WE REGRET that our forecast has proved true in the invasion 
debacle, for the elimination of Castro would have presented a more hope- 
ful prospect for us now. While the press has examined the invasion fiasco 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 





X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


at length, we would note some salient factors that are still being ignored 
and which still have much bearing on the future: 

THE INADEQUACY OF MILITARY INTELLIGENCE in this 
instance reached almost unbelievable proportions. Outstanding was the 
fact that Castro had been distributing arms freely to all varieties of the 
populace who had joined his numerous militia and work brigades. As we 
pointed out, Fidel wouldn’t have dared to do this had he not known the 
masses would support him. With all our costly and elaborate Central In- 
tellignce Agency underground work, why was this glaring fact missed? 

First, because the military mind rarely understands human values 
— it either ignores them or discounts them. Thus official Washington was 
caught unprepared for the anti-Syngman Rhee revolts in Korea, the up- 
risings in Turkey, the anti-American turmoil last spring in Japan that 
thwarted Eisenhower’s visit. All these events occurred under U.S. occu- 
pation where our military intelligence had complete access — yet it failed 
to forewarn or forestall them, hence caused great loss to U.S. prestige. 
Second, intelligence activities tend to support what the generals and ad- 
mirals are already planning. This has been the curse of the intelligence 
activities of all our services, the Air Force, Navy and Army, and has re- 
sulted in the wastage of tens of billions of dollars because each made ex- 
aggerated estimates in support of policies already established by the chiefs 
of these services. We have often reported such charges by military analysts 
against the intelligence services. (BTL, May 1.) 

THE CLAIM BY AMERICAN APOLOGISTS that the Cuban 
people didn’t revolt because of Castro’s iron fist over them is a hazardous 
and foolish subterfuge. As the British Reuters news service reported, 
Castro’s forces were focused in the areas where the invasion struck, his 
lines of control thinned out elsewhere. An uprising by the common peo- 
ple, so many of whom were armed, would have been spontaneous and 
general had there been the desire to rebel. There was nothing to prevent 
it. Naturally some anti-Castro activities were sparked by the middle class 
and well-to-do groups who are still entrapped on their island. But these 
were inconsequential, and the insurgents were rounded up with the in- 
vasion prisoners whom Castro now holds. 

THE MOST FRIGHTENING ASPECT of the CIA misadventure 
in Cuba arises from the Pentagon policy that we must be ready to launch 
full-scale nuclear war on Russia the instant U.S. military intelligence de- 
termines that the Soviet is about to attack. The record of military intelli- 
gence failures is not reassuring in this respect, with the example of Cuba 
before us and the memories of Yalu River, the Battle of the Bulge, Salerno, 
Pearl Harbor. All these disasters, costly in lives and U.S. prestige, largely 
resulted from gross miscalculations by U.S. intelligence. Fortunately Pres- 
ident Kennedy has quietly announced that the U.S. will never strike first 
with atomic missiles until we have come under actual attack ourselves. 


THE MOST POWERFUL WEAPON WASN’T USED 


HE greatest force at our disposal against Castro would be an offer to 

the Cuban people of something better than their Soviet-style partially 
fulfilled revolution. While the Cuban masses still believe in Castro, they 
know Fidel has curtailed their freedom and usurped their political rights 
and they are aware that he has not distributed the land confiscated from 
the American sugar corporations and from the rich Cubans, as he prom- 
ised. He has simply incorporated most of the land into Soviet-type col- 
lectives instead of giving every landless peon the promised 60 acre home- 
stead. With the revolution more or less bogged down (despite its progress 
in some areas), with political rights suspended, and with many new prom- 
ises unfulfilled, the opportunity was tremendous to expose Castro’s failures 
and offer the Cuban people a worthy and speedy fulfillment of their revo- 
lutionary hopes. Moscow is far away, the U.S. close, with enormous re- 
sources and embarrassing surpluses of things that would answer Cuba's 
desperate needs. 

THE U.S. PROPAGANDA AGENCIES that backed the invasion 
made no such move, no such words were spoken. In the declaration on 
Cuba issued by President Kennedy and the State Dept. prior to the in- 
vasion, some brief mention was made of the worthy aims of the revolu- 
tion, but the propaganda barrage focused on the Cuban people at the 
time of the invasion was singularly silent on this all important issue. This 
is because the wealthy Cuban families most conspicuously in support of 
the invasion have had every intention of getting back their fashionable 
haciendas and estates and there is no question but that the invasion pro- 
gram was strongly backed by the American corporations which have lost 
a billion dollars in extremely profitable enterprises in Cuba. These interests, 
through their representatives and lobbyists, have much influence in Wash- 
ington on the military, the CIA and the State Dept. They were encouraged 
to believe that the revolution in Cuba could be rolled back to “the good 

(continued first col., NEXT page) 
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New Attitudes 


tacked such demands as “alarming 
and criminal radicalism.” Business 
tycoons argued that a 12-hour day 
was God’s law for labor and that a 
10-hour day would destroy indus- 
try and flood our communities with 
moral degradation since the worker 
would have so much free time. But 
the 12-hour day gave way to the 
10-hour day, then to the 8-hour 
day. And now, in many industries, 
the 7-hour day and 5-day week 
have brought growing prosperity. 
Should it not be written on the 
hearts of every business and worker 
by this time that the more we share 
the more we gain? 


(cont.) 


Priests In Red Areas 


Little is ever reported of the 
struggle within the Roman Catholic 
Church behind the Iron Curtain, 
especially in such countries as 
Czechoslovakia and Poland, where 
an increasing number of Catholic 
priests have been cooperating with 
the Communists. The problem goes 
back into the history of the church 
in these countries, when the nation’s 
wealth was in the hands of the 
Roman Catholic aristocracy. While 
the common people today are re- 
sentful of the Red tyranny, they 
still have no desire to go back to 
the old aristocratic rule. 


The Roman hierarchy still seeks 
a return to the old oligarchy, but 
many of the younger priests who 
come from lower class families 
have shown an increasing tolera- 
tion of the Communist system, pro- 
vided it does not interfere with the 
church. Consequently, in areas 
where the local Communist leaders 
do not oppose the church, increas- 
ing cooperation has developed be- 
tween the priests and the party. 

The noted Cardinal Wyszynski 
of Poland has obtained Vatican ap- 
proval for the suspension of cer- 
tain canon laws in order to give 
the Cardinal complete authority 
over his own priests. (N.Y. Times, 
Mar. 5.) 


Food vs. Communism 


A massive retreat along the en- 
tire economic front is taking place 
in Communist China. In recent 
weeks Peking has admitted “tem- 
porary difficulties,’ which, when 
examined by specialists in Asian 
affairs, reveal a radical switch in 
policy. The biggest retreat has been 
in agriculture. After eight years of 
extraordinary achievement, food 
production has fallen far below es- 
tablished goals, and famine condi- 
tions prevail over wide areas, as 
has been widely reported in the 
press. The disastrous crop failures 
are blamed primarily on drought 
and other national calamities, but 
Officials in Peking admit that much 
of the trouble has been due to peas- 
ant resistance, inefficient official 
planning and mistakes made among 
the party administrators. 

Especially important is the fact 
that the Red leaders are being com- 
pelled to slow down on all collec- 
tivization programs. Almost over- 
night the farmers are being permit- 
ted to return to many of their for- 
mer methods of production instead 
of being herded like armies of ants 
from one state agricultural project 
to another. Even the communal set- 
tlements, of which we’ve heard so 
much, now exist in name only in 
many places as farm families re- 
assemble in traditional working 
units. The peasants are being en- 
couraged, moreover, to engage in 
sideline occupations (handicrafts, 
raising livestock, breeding pigs and 
chickens) on the small plots of 
ground which they have been al- 
lowed to keep in the last few 
months for vegetables and other 
products. Another notable retreat 
has been the return of the rural 
trade. fairs, which admittedly en- 
courage capitalistic ideas. These 


trade fairs enable the people to sell 
for personal gain the products they 
raise on their private plots and to 
dispose of handicraft articles and 


other products of private initiative. 
(continued second coi., NEXT page) 








X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


old days.” For this had been accomplished in Guatemala seven years ago 
when great tracts of land, which had been distributed to the landless peas- 
antry by the Arbenz left-wing government, were restored to the U.S. cor- 
porations — with minor reforms. 


WHAT NEXT IN CUBA — AND LATIN AMERICA? 


HE two questions above are inseparable. And we cannot decipher the 
future without being mindful of the lessons of the past in Cuba. Here 
in brief outline are the developments we should keep before us: 

@ When Castro first came to power he announced that the sugar 
monopoly over Cuban agriculture must be broken and Cuban agriculture 
diversified so the island would not be dependent on costly imported food. 

@ That Cuban wealth must be devoted more to the benefit of the 
common people. He did not make any contacts with Russia nor did he 
threaten the confiscation of American investment properties without com- 
pensation during the first months of the revolution. His utterances at that 
time about the U.S. were critical but temperate. 

@ He sent a commission to the U.S. to seek American aid and 
guidance in the transformation of the economy. The commission was 
ignored by official Washington and U.S. investment circles. 

@ Later Castro came to the U.S. himself and although President 
Eisenhower and the State Dept. had made it a practice to welcome all 
new leaders of new nations, usually meeting them at the Washington air- 
port, Castro’s coming was ignored and he was snubbed as few national 
leaders have ever been. A billion dollars of U.S. investments can have 
mighty influence on official Washington. 

This Newsletter, instructed by our many contacts in Cuba— 
mostly those serving Protestant missions — repeatedly warned during this 
period that unless the U.S. aided the Cuban revolution, Castro would turn 
to the Cuban Reds who were standing ready, skilled and trained for the 
business of revolution. After the disappointing experience in the USS. 
(Secretary of State Christian Herter finally met Castro in the privacy of 
a Washington hotel room), Fidel went home bitter and disillusioned. 

@ The time was short for the conversion of the vast sugar plan- 
tations into diversified production if a whole year were not to be lost. 
Castro permitted the Reds to take the lead in agriculture. Oil, electric 
power, transportation, communications all came under the direction of 
the Reds as Castro’s relations in these fields with the U.S., Britain and 
other investment interests broke down. All these interests had sat back 
from the first to see what Castro would offer them in turn for their sup- 
port. Right or wrong, Castro’s approach was the opposite: “What are you 
willing to do to help give the Cuban people a larger share of their own 
productive wealth?” As the U.S. corporations gave no sign of willingness 
to cooperate in rebuilding a more just and equitable Cuban economy, 
Castro fell back on the support and resources of the Communist world. 

ALL THIS COULD HAVE BEEN AVOIDED if American in- 
vestors and politicians had remembered the lessons taught in Mexico and 
Puerto Rico. When Mexico had its revolution in the 1920’s, U.S. capital 
refused to make concessions to the demands for a more just sharing of 
the nation’s wealth with the people of Mexico. Soon, as in Cuba, all for- 
eign investments were confiscated. During the succeeding years, hundreds 
of millions of new American investments went back into Mexico under 
the more equitable regulations imposed by the Mexican Government and 
all have prospered. In Puerto Rico extraordinary revolutionary leadership 
appeared in Luis Munoz Marin who — over the angry opposition of U.S. 
investment interests — managed to press the enforcement of a law (al- 
ready on the books) which limited land ownership in Puerto Rico to 500 
acres per individual. This broke the control of the American sugar in- 
terests and opened Puerto Rico to more democratic investment opportuni- 
ties. Against the persistent opposition of powerful U.S. groups, Munoz 
has continued to thwart the growth of monopoly and has encouraged di- 
versified U.S. investments and productive industries whenever the Puerto 
Ricans could also benefit in the development and exploitation of their 
resources. 

Revolution must yet come to a majority of the countries of the 
Caribbean, of Central and South America. Will it come constructively 
through democratic processes or will the few who control the wealth of 
each country, often in league with U.S. interests, resist reform until, as 
with Castro, the forces of revolutionary violence and tyranny seize power? 

THE U.S. LATIN AMERICAN AID PROGRAM, being spon- 
sored by President Kennedy, is bold, constructive and promising. But 
with the U.S. cooperating with those who would use violence to restore 
the old order in Cuba, it is no wonder that the old aristocracies which 
still rule in Peru, Colombia, Ecuador, etc., have already made it known 
that they will forego U.S. aid before they will accept the reforms and 

(continued first col., NEXT page) 


Food vs. Communism 
(continued) 

Since the one area of persistent 
shortcomings in the Russian system 
has been agriculture, these failures 
in Red China will have important 
influence upon the whole Commu- 
nist and neutral world. For the 
Soviet also is still plagued by the 
failure to produce more meat, but- 
ter, eggs and other proteins. There 
have been substantial gains in Rus- 
sian food production but the Krem- 
lin was greatly embarrassed by the 
fact that farmers on their private 
plots last year produced as much 
meat, butter and eggs as all the 
state and collective farms combined. 
The farmers’ resistance to collec- 
tivism continues in all Communist 
areas of the world. The continuing 
modification of Marxist extremes 
lies inevitably in this fact. 


If the West can continue its sup- 
port of India’s economic progress 
and if the miraculous increase of 
productive wealth in Japan can be 
multiplied in other impoverished 
areas, the tide will be turned against 
Communist expansion more effec- 
tively than it could be done by 
weapons. Thousands of observers 
from elsewhere in Asia, and from 
Africa and Latin America, have 
been in Red China in the last few 
months and years. The Reds can- 
not keep their failures hidden. 


The timing of the new foreign 
aid policy of the Kennedy Admin- 
istration, plus the Peace Corps and 
other innovations that aim to speed 
up and expand the development of 
impoverished neutral areas, all 
seem to be heading towards a most 
appropriate hour of decision for 
the world. With West Germany, 
Italy, England and many other 
countries of the West booming, 
with their industrial rate of growth 
and production equal to or exceed- 
ing that of the Soviet or Red China, 
Western leaders should find effec- 
tive propaganda for the economic 
conflict which, Khrushchev brags, 
will “bury us.” 


Aid or Military Waste? 


Whenever the cry is lifted that 
we can’t afford Foreign Aid — even 
repayable loans — it is appropriate 
to consider the latest revelations of 
military waste, revelations that are 
continually coming to light. 


The Senate was told recently that 
the Defense Dept. has squandered 
$1.6 billions during past months on 
combat and tactical vehicles that 
were so poorly built they were dan- 
gerously inadequate in the field. 
Some 19,000 Army tanks, self-pro- 
pelled guns, infantry personnel car- 
riers and other military vehicles 
were listed. According to Sen. Sy- 
mington (D., Mo.), these pieces 
were so riddled with defects they 


Aid or Military Waste? 
(continued) 

proved almost useless when sent to 
Europe and elsewhere. In the pro- 
curement of M-48A1 medium tanks 
the Government spent $1.2 billion. 
At one location 64 of these tanks 
were examined — revealing 1,311 
performance failures although used 
only 58 miles per vehicle per month! 
Tracks fell off the tanks; guns sel- 
dom could be used because of mal- 
adjustment. What about the indus- 
tries that produced this equipment 
and pocketed the profits? Will there 
be no facing of responsibility there? 

The Senate was informed that 
the Navy spent $600 million for 
aircraft and equipment which the 
purchasing officers knew did not 
meet specifications and was inca- 
pable of performing the designated 
missions. Yet the Navy failed to 
cancel the orders for the manufac- 
ture of material which was proving 
to be obsolete. 

Sen. Williams (R., Del.) pre- 
sented a report about inexcusable 
waste in the U.S. Army depots in 
Japan. According to this report, the 
Army failed to keep adequate rec- 
ord of supplies and kept on buying 
things they already had in large 
quantities. For instance, the Yoko- 
hama commissary had enough in- 
secticide to last 60 years; enough 
furniture wax and other items to 
fill their maximum requirements 
for ten years. New tires, electrical 
generators and other articles were 
being dumped as surplus at very 
low prices while new orders were 
being made for the same things! 

A Congressional Committee that 
visited Asia reported on a $65 mil- 
lion extravaganza in Pakistan where 
the U.S. military built a camp to 
house a Pakistan armored division. 
There were frilly mirrors and hot 
water fixtures for bearded soldiers 
who never shave and walk-in refri- 
gerators for meat storage for Mos- 
lem soldiers who follow a ritual 
requiring that their meat be slaugh- 
tered and cooked daily on the spot. 





A Simple Handshake: The emi- 
nent Catholic theologian, Rev. F. 
J. Connell, has let it be known that 
a Catholic President does not have 
to kneel to kiss the ring of a Bishop 
or Cardinal. A simple handshake 
will be sufficient. Writing in the 
American Ecclesiastical Review, 
Father Connell said, “Since he (the 
President) represents all his fellow 
citizens, many of whom do not 
believe in giving special reverence 
to Catholic prelates, the proper 
course of action for him is to give 
the dignitaries of all religious 
groups the same form of greeting, 
a simple handshake.” This ends a 
lot of argument and curiosity sim- 
mering beneath the surface in offi- 
cial circles. 





X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


other changes that President Kennedy has made a prerequisite of U.S. 
aid. This contradiction in U.S. policy, backing the old order in Cuba 
while pushing reform elsewhere in Latin America, must be corrected by 
a more clear and just declaration of our purposes in Cuba. 


TYRANNY — RED OR BLACK 


(We have had numerous inquiries from our readers about the John Birch Society. Since 
the movement has been well covered in the press we have withheld our report until material 
had come to hand which would provide a more thorough portrayal than available in the usual 
news channels.) 


HROUGHOUT our generation there have been various threats of 
tyranny from the extreme left and from the extreme right. Both the 
Red dictatorship on the left and the Black dictatorship on the right have 
the same base of doctrine and method. The methods used by Lenin, Stalin, 
Khrushchev and Mao vary little from those of Franco, Trujillo, Hitler 
and Mussolini. None of them have believed in freedom or democracy, 
for they judge the common people incapable of self rule. Also both fol- 
low the principle that the end justifies the means. If the desired end re- 
quires character assassination, deceit, suppression and the denial of the 
basic human rights men have struggled so long to attain, then these meth- 
ods are justified — according to both these extremist doctrines. Democracy 
needs conservatism but it must be honest and it must believe in man’s 
inherent rights, or conservatism will serve tyranny and not freedom. 
The John Birch Society is one of the latest of the extreme right- 
wing movements which has embraced many of the aspects of Nazism. Not 
only does it use the “threat of Communism” as a reason for its existence, 
as did Hitler from the very beginning of the Nazi movement, but the 
Birchers use character assassination against progressive-minded lead- 
ers, just as the Nazis destroyed the great German democratic leaders, 
Gustav Stresemann and others who were trying to build a genuinely free 
and democratic Germany after World War I. In the 302 page book which 
the Birch Society founder, Robert Welch, published in 1958, former Pres- 
ident Eisenhower is called “a Red,” Truman and Roosevelt, “tools of 
communism.” As widely reported, the same smear is dubbed on the Dulles 
brothers and other high officials, including Chief Justice Earl Warren. 
Subsequently Welch, a fudge manufacturer of Boston, scurried about to 
get the book out of circulation, although the society still pushes for the 
impeachment of Chief Justice Warren as “a Red.” 


IN THE BLUE BOOK, which is the Birch Society’s guide, Welch 
called democracy a “mere descriptive phrase, a weapon of demagoguery 
and a perennial fraud.” The Society itself operates under totalitarian 
rule at all levels, each local leader appointed (not elected) by “headquar- 
ters.” Welch speaks of himself as “a dictatorial, dynamic boss.” Disloyal 
members are eliminated “without going through any congress or so-called 
democratic process.” The Society has chapters in 34 states, has a member- 
ship goal of 100,000. Annual membership fee is $24., women half price! 
Its strongest following is in California. 

This Society urges that racial segregation be maintained, that 
Federal income taxes be abolished, along with the abolishment of labor 
unions, the UN and NATO. It would destroy most government services 
that support education, help the ill, the handicapped or the aged. It 
preaches that communism has infiltrated and dominates almost everything 
in the U.S. except the FBI and the Birchers. 

The Society is named for a fundamentalist missionary in China 
who was killed just after World War II while serving as an interpreter for 
the U.S. armed services. Those who were associated with Birch picture 
him as something less than a hero. Here another similarity to the Nazis 
turns up: As Hitler rose to power, his storm troopers marched to the 
tune of the Horst Wessel song which canonized a young German who 
had been killed by the Communists. We remember hearing later that 
Wessel was only a bystander in the incident and was all but feeble minded! 


THERE ARE MANY GOOD PEOPLE no doubt who are mem- 
bers of the Birch Society. And there were many good Germans who fol- 
lowed Hitler, but few of these have had the nerve since to visit the Nazi 
gas chambers. We hope the Birch Society will eventually take up the 
study of trees and that Mr. Welch will go back to his fudge. We still be- 
lieve in the great and unique American experiment in freedom and rep- 


resentative government. 


(For further data on the Birchers see N.Y. Times, April 9; Christian Science Monitor, 
April 3; The Nation, April 11; Christian Century, April 12 

There are more than a score of similar groups, some well-known like the MANION 
FORUM, the ANTI-TAX FOUNDATION, various ““ANTI-COMMUNIST, CHRISTIAN CRUSADES.” 
There are others which have never stumbled into the limelight, and no doubt would like to do 
so, for given a little publicity these groups seem able to tap wealthy businessmen for sizeable 
donations “‘to fight communism.” 

A CAREFULLY DOCUMENTED ANALYSIS of right wing movements and the fanatics 
that promote them is available in THE AMERICAN RIGHT WING, published by The Univ. of 
Illinois Library School, No. 59, ‘60, the price $1. 


COMMUNISM IN THE CHURCH is a favorite war cry of the 
ultra-conservative lunatic fringe. A responsible study of this subject is 
now available (Communism and the Churches by Ralph I. Roy, Harcourt 


Christianity and The Atom 


During the past 20 years, Ameri- 
can theologians Reinhold Niebuhr 
and John Bennett have led opposi- 
tion within Protestantism to Chris- 
tian pacifism. Convinced that Naz- 
ism presented a threat to the very 
life of Western Christianity, the 
two churchmen took their position 
at the beginning of World War II 
and inaugurated the publication 
Christianity and Crisis “to provide 
a Christian sanction for nations 
entering into World War II on 
theological grounds.” After the de- 
mise of Nazism, the publication 
continued to support the policy of 
atomic armaments used to maintain 
peace through “deterrence” before 
the threat of communism. 


In a recent issue of Christianity 
and Crisis and through other pro- 
nouncements, Drs. Niebuhr and 
Bennett have both made known 
their conviction that the develop- 
ment of atomic weapons has now 
reached the point of such utter 
futility that it “may provoke the 
very war that it is designed to pre- 
vent.” 

Dr. Bennett said specifically, “I 
do not see how Christians can sanc- 
tion the use of megaton weapons 
with fall-out which would kill scores 
of millions of people, destroy the 
fabric of community in the whole 
nation and poison the atmosphere 
in ways which would injure future 
generations for centuries to come.” 


While these men do not go so far 
as to accept “nuclear pacifism” (dis- 
arming unilaterally without some 
similar action on the part of the 
Soviet), they ask that the church 
take a clear stand on the moral is- 
sue of atomic war. Because both 
men are highly respected among all 
churchmen, their views will have 
much influence in uniting Western 
Christiandom in the cause of dis- 
armament. 


“What Can I Do?’’ 


For the past 48 years, a nearly 
blind physical therapist has given 
heat treatments, massage and mus- 
cle re-education to thousands of 
patients at the Kings County Hos- 
pital in New York. Martin Bergen 
became nearly blind at the age of 
7 as a result of bumping his fore- 
head in a game of tag on the lower 
fast Side. He hasn’t been able to 
read since 1920. 

Yet he has led a far more useful 
life than many people with all their 
faculties. When he retired recently 
at the age of 69, to live on his so- 
cial security plus a pension, he an- 
nounced plans to do volunteer work 
with organizations for the blind and 
perhaps to take a few needy private 
patients. 

Job discrimination against the 
physically handicapped persists in 
most communities. What is being 
done about this in your area? 





X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


Brace). This research shows how the Reds did try to infiltrate the churches, 
especially the Negro clergy, and failed almost completely. Then, during 
and after World War II, the Reds organized many front organizations 
which were not avowedly Communist but had high sounding titles and 
served worthy causes. After 17 million Russians died fighting the Nazis 
as American allies, it wasn’t hard for the American Communists to set 
up respectable organizations, some even openly aimed at Russian friend- 
ship and cultural exchange. Some clergymen were ensnared in these net- 
works although nearly all asked that their names be withdrawn as soon as 
the origin and dual purposes of the fronts were disclosed. Few clergymen 
ever become Communist party members— about 200, most of them 
young seminarians, out of a total of approximately 350,000, a remarkable 
record considering the temperament and issues of the day. The fact that 
many wealthy men and prominent and conservative political figures ap- 
peared alongside these clergymen on the same “Red lists” does not deter 
the attack against the liberals in the churches and in the schools by the 
fanatics. For the main objective of these attacks is to smear those who 
hold progressive views. 


_. For full information on this subject, write to the National Council of Churches, 475 
Riverside Drive, New York 27, N. Y., fer a copy of The Truth... about The Churches... about 
the National Council of Churhes... about the Noisy Detractors. 


7 HE QUESTION IS SOMETIMES ASKED why your editor has not 
come in for his share of these hit-run attacks. Our immunity is due 
to the undeserved luck of having observed much of communism close up 
in Russia before World War II and having witnessed some of its unspeak- 
able brutalities. Thus we have always been quick to detect the scent of 
Marxism and to stay clear of all such connections. Also we have been 
enthralled by the haunting figure of the great Galilean as he ever con- 
tinued to stride ahead of all human progress. We cannot follow that 
figure — no matter how stumbling our steps — without finding ourselves 
among the progressive movements that seek to hurry men forward after 
those divine footsteps. One does not gravitate to the left — or the right — 
if this is the compulsion which moves one. Is it not living in a spiritual 
vacuum that causes men to gravitate towards the political extremes of 


left or right? 





